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efforts, very often of the best and noblest-minded
men, who knew how precious a thing it was, so
guarded, so wrapped up, made so remote from, so
alien to, life and thought, that many people who
live by its light, and draw it in as simply as the air
they breathe, never even know that they have come
within hail of it. " Is he a good man ? " said a
simple Methodist once, in reply to a question about
a friend. " Yes, he is good, but not religious-
good." By which he meant that he lived kindly,
purely, and unselfishly as a Christian should, but
did not attend any particular place of worship,
and therefore could not be held to have any
.religious motive for his actions, but was guided
by a mere worthless instinct, a preference for
unworldly living.
Now, if ever there was a Divine attempt made
in the world to shake religion free of its wrappings,
it was the preaching of Christ. So far as we can
gather from records of obscure and mysterious
origin, transcriptions, it would seem, of something
oral and traditional, Christ aimed at bringing
religion within the reach of the humblest and
simplest souls. Whatever doubt men may feel as
to the literal accuracy of these records in matters
of fact, however much it may be held that the